
Services at the Parish Church
Sundays 8:00 am Holy Communion (BCP) 9.30 am Sung Eucharist (ASB)

Thursdays   10.00 am   Eucharist (BCP) 3rd Sunday 9.30 am Family Service
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ST ANDREW’S FETE
Saturday, 12th June - 10.00 am to 12 noon

Bridge the Gap Charity Walk - Sunday 12th Sept 2010
Would you like to join the band of Walkers who 
regularly help make the Bridge the Gap Walk a very 
successful and enjoyable day for all concerned, 
especially the two charities who bene• t?

On 12th September this year, it’s the Bridge the Gap 
Charity Walk, a • ve mile walk through historic Cambridge.   It starts at 9.30 on Jesus 
Green, and the route goes through a number of colleges, often into areas not normally 
accessible to the public.  This year there will also be the chance to explore the Scott 
Polar Museum and the Cambridge Union Building.  There are tourist guides on hand 
to talk about the colleges and the other places of interest that you • nd.

It’s not a race, and for young people aged 16 and under, entrance is free (although 
they will need to be accompanied by an adult and if they register early, the cost will 
be just £10.00 for each adult.  We also ask that you help us raise as much money 
as your can, through sponsorship or donations.  There are fantastic prizes for the 
highest fund raiser, either as an individual or as a team.

For more information, go to our website, www.bridgethegapwalk.org  or phone 
01223 723115, and watch out for on-line registration - available soon.

A quick summary of the charities that you will be helping:

• The Arthur Rank Hospice charity supports patients and their families at Arthur 
Rank House and in the community.  They need to raise over £1 million pounds 
each year to fund Day Therapy and Hospice at Home nurses. 

 • Press Relief was founded in 2003.  It uses the in• uence of the Cambridge News and 
other publications within the newspaper group to raise cash for local organisations 
and individuals in need.  So far it has raised over £400,000 which it has given to 
a whole range of groups and individuals in the Cambridge area. 

The Bridge the Gap Charity Walk Team

PS:   Following the walk, why not write an article on what you did, draw a picture 
of something that you discovered or take/make a photo or video presentation.  We 
would love to see them and with your permission they could go on our website!
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We have a very varied programme of 
entertainment lined up at The Brook 
between now and October. Here are some 
details, please support us!

4th June – Tribute Night with Billy Gee, 8pm, featuring Rebel (Winner of Europe’s 
Best Elvis Act), Cory Gray as Tina Turner and The Rocking Revival 60s Band 

9th – 11th June – Outside Edge (Comedy Play) nightly at 7:30pm – Tickets £6.00. 

22nd June – Tea Dance with Leigh Murfet, 2pm – 4:30pm  – Tickets £5.50 (includes 
tea, scones, jam and cream). 

26th June – Tea with The Gruffalo – 2pm - Tickets £5.00 (Includes Tea Party). 

4th September – Bob Brolly - £25.00 (including Meal).

10th September – Old Time Musical Hall – 2pm – 4pm – Tickets £12 (including 
tea and scones)

10th September – Old Time Musical Hall – 7pm – Tickets £10.00

11th September – Motown Magic – Direct from the West End – 8pm – Tickets 
£15.00. 

21st September – Tea Dance with Leigh Murfett, 2pm – 4:30pm  – Tickets £5.50 
(includes tea, scones, jam and cream). 

Advance Notice – We also have Kenny Ball and his Jazzmen, Roy Hudd, Ian 
Mckellen, The Searchers, Abba Queens, The Real Thing and many more great 
evenings planned from October – Christmas.  We will also be doing a Christmas 
Fair on 28th november!

Why not book Christmas Lunch?  Live music and full Christmas Lunch for £16.95pp 
– 9th, 16th and 21st December from 2pm – 4:30pm or one of our Christmas Party 
Nights 9th, 10th, 11th, 16th, 17th and 18th December – Live music, disco and buffet. 
We will also be doing a New Year’s End Party with a live band, retro disco and buffet. 

The Brook is also available for hire – please contact us for details.

For tickets and information please call Dan Schumann on 01353721748/07974303464

Viva Youth Theatre presents Godspell
Stephen Schwartz and John-Michael Tebelak

Love and laughter in rock musical for all the family.

Join award winning Viva Youth Theatre for a powerful 
and exciting musical theatre experience and a story that 
could change your life forever.  This unforgettable family 
show is full of love and laughter.  Classic songs, including 
‘Day by Day’, dancing and storytelling at its best.  This 
immensely successful 1970s rock musical has been a hit 
in the UK and on Broadway.

Gospell is structured around a series of parables 
interspersed with a variety of modern music set to lyrics 
from traditional hymns.  Based on the Gospel according 
to St Matthew it deals with the last days of Jesus. And 
yet it is something more — a religious experience, a demonstration of joy, and a 
celebration of the family of man.  The cast are conceived as clowns, improvising 
scenery and costumes, and using many well-known theatrical devices, pantomime, 
vaudeville and varied musical styles to interpret one of humanity’s greatest events.

Viva will be performing Godspell for three nights only before taking the production 
to the world famous Edinburgh Festival where they have previously won 5 fringe 
awards. Viva were the " rst group in East Cambridgeshire to take a production to the 
Edinburgh Festival and originated the Edinburgh Festival project. 

Venue:  The Brook, Soham
  (formerly Brook House)
Dates:   15th – 17th July 2010

Time:   7:30pm (1hr30)
Ticket Prices:  £8
Box Of" ce:   01353 722228
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Soham Community History Museum 
We are holding our second Garden Party at The Hall, Sand Street, Soham on 
Sunday, 27th June, 3pm – 5pm by kind permission of Vivienne Robinson and 
Alan Chilcott.  There will be strawberry teas and home-made cakes, Prize Draw, 
Tombola and home-made sweets stall.  We hope for the same brilliant sunshine 
we had last year, which added to a very happy occasion.  We  welcome you to 
an afternoon of food and festivity. Please come along and bring your family 
and friends.

Care and Repair East Cambridgeshire
Support for Vulnerable People needing building works to their homes

The Care and Repair Agency in this District is an independent 
organisation that helps elderly and disabled people to remain 
at home in safety and security.  

Local councils and charitable organisations help ! nance our of! ce.

If you need some building work done in your home, are not sure how to organise it 
or need ! nancial help then please read on …….

Handy Person Service  

We have a handy person service that carries out small jobs (less than 4 hours work):  
small carpentry jobs such as putting up shelves, small plumbing jobs such as dripping 
taps and over" ows, small outside jobs such as repairs to gates and putting up washing 
lines.  We charge £10 an hour plus materials.  The handyperson service will also put 
up grab rails and stair rails free of charge.

Grants from the District Council  

We can help you organise repairs, improvements and adaptations to you home.  If 
you need ! nancial help to pay for the work we can advise you about the availability 
and criteria for grants and loans from the District Council and Social Services.

The Council have limited resources but there are small grants available for repairs 
that need to be done to make your home safe to live in.  Examples could be leaking 
roofs, pluming leaks, dangerous electrics, cold homes.  There are also repayable grants 
available for larger jobs: these are interest free and get repaid when the house is sold.

Grants for Adaptations  

There are grants available to help you carry out adaptations to your home such as 
providing a level access shower.  These are subject to a Test of Resources, which is 
more generous than many people expect. 

If you contact us we can advise you about the Test of Resources and how the system 
works.  There are delays so you need to be patient if applying for a Disabled Facilities 
Grant.  The recommendations for the grant come from the occupational therapists 
and there is a waiting list for assessments.

Charities and Trusts  

The Agency can also apply to charities and trusts if help is need to pay for repairs 
and other costs such as replacing a dangerous cooker.  We have a small hardship 
fund for emergencies and when no other funding is available.

Paying for Work Yourself  

We can organise work on your behalf-drawing plans, obtaining planning permission 
and building control approval and getting contractors quotations.  If you are paying 
for the work yourself, we charge a fee agreed with you before any work starts.

Contacting Us   

We offer free, con! dential advice, coming to visit you in your own home to discuss 
what is needed and how we might be able to help. 

You can contact us by - telephoning 01353 723777 or writing to us at 11b Churchgate 
Street, Soham CB7 5DS
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Our May meeting opened with Public Comment Time on an agenda item.  It stemmed 
from the County Councils proposal to create additional playing ! elds for the 
Weatherall’s School on the site of the Weatheralls allotments.  Mr Geoff Langridge, 
an allotment holder read out a statement regarding this and the scheme was not as 
straight forward as proposed by the County Council even though the County Council 
were going to make more of their land available for new allotments for those holders 
who would lose their existing ones.  This proposed move would also require the 
involvement of the Secretary of State and this would take some time but the County 
Council wanted this done at the earliest time possible and were asking for the Town 
Councils support in principle.  This was dif! cult because the Town Council although 
wanting to do the best for the growing School had also the interests of the allotment 
holders to consider.

Elections and appointments for the coming year.  This is the time when we elect 
the chairman and vice chairman for another year, and by tradition each serve two 
years unless the council decide to nominate someone else.  This year we stayed with 
tradition and so Councillor Tuite was elected chairman and Councillor Aitchison 
vice chair.  The standing committees to remain as they are for another year also the 
appointments to outside bodies.

Soham Town Forum:  There was a report on this meeting but it was not the usual 
forum but Hustings for the election on May the 6th.  It was well attended and well 
managed.

Heritage & Buildings Preservation Trust:  the report on the open day was very good 
and the next event planned is for September.

Applications for Financial Support:  were received from Care & Repair and Soham-
On-Line and both were considered of great help to the Town and each received our 
support.   Councillor Ginn

Works to the Church
As many of our readers will have noticed, there is a signi! cant amount of work (and 
disruption) going on in the church at the moment.  The works to the new vestry 
are coming on well, we now have hot and cold running water and a proper sink in 
church"" The cupboards are being painted and the walls have all been limewashed.  
The chancel has been covered in dust as a result of the work to repair the rotten 
# oorboards and cut out holes for the new under-# oor trench heaters.  Many of the 
old electrical conduits have been removed to expose more of the wall – their absence 
is not really noticed, but enhances the appearance of the interior.  

Under one of the seats in the chancel we discovered a grave.  It is thought to belong 
to Ursula, the wife of William Dowman Esq, daughter of Thorogood Upwood Esq, 
who died on 17th July 1700 aged 25.  I am indebted to two local historians who 
found the information for us, as the grave itself is still mostly covered.

In a short while the workmen will be ready to connect the radiators both in the chancel 
and in the new meeting room.  A new screen has been erected behind the medieval 
one to take the glass panels and the woodwork is absolutely lovely.  It is a more than 
worthy addition to the existing screen and will look beautiful for many years to come.

While the lights in the nave were being replaced a large crack in the plaster over the 
pulpit was discovered and it was recommended that we should do some remedial work 
to it.  The removal of the plaster revealed a potentially very serious crack between 
the nave wall and the central tower wall.  It was thick enough to put an arm into it 
up to the elbow.  An engineer was called and his report is awaited.  

[continued on next page
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Dr Carin Taylor

The outcome of the recent general election has certainly got me 
thinking.  Like everyone, we await the detail of a budget and have some anxiety 
about the level of spending cuts that schools may have to bear.  It is likely that some 
of the extra funding schools have enjoyed for particular projects or initiatives will 
be phased out as the nation tightens its belt.  It is fairly certain that we won’t be able 
to do everything that we used to do, as we used to do it: change is inevitable.

I hesitate to sound like our political leaders, but I ! nd myself echoing two sentiments 
that have been front page news for several days.  We have to do things differently 
and we have to work in new partnerships.  Applied to schools, rather than political 
parties, this is a rather exciting challenge.  Our local schools have always worked 
together constructively and amicably, but how much more could we achieve if we 
set ourselves a more ambitious agenda for collaboration?  External organisations 
are often enthusiastic about working with schools but don’t always know how to 
broker their involvement.  I am certain that by building and deepening relationships 
around the school, we can add value to what we offer our young people; we can work 
together with an investment of time and creativity, rather than cash.  

Some things are unlikely to change.   Our Year 11 students are just beginning their 
examinations and, as I write, many of our Year 7 are on a day visit to France.  We 
care for individuals with particular needs and have recently opened the ISLE facility 
in the Lode Centre so that students no longer need to travel out of Soham for special 
provision.  Our curriculum for 2011 is broader than ever, offering an appropriate 
programme for everyone.  Good student behaviour, which in November 2009 Ofsted 
described as exemplary, remains the bedrock of our ‘safe and harmonious’ community.  
In every way, our commitment to achievement, quality enrichment and personalised 
support for our students remains as strong as ever.    That is our core purpose.  Secure 
in our key values, we will respond to the opportunities and challenges ahead with 
optimism and determination.   
   Carin Taylor

v Soham Salvation Army is holding a Summer Sale 
on Saturday, 26th June from 10.00am to 1.00 pm at 
the Salvation Army Hall.  There will be various stalls, 
including a Cake Stall - tea and coffee will be served.  
The cost of admission is 20 pence and all will be welcome.

v Items for the July edition of LodeStar should be submitted by Wednesday, 23rd 
June.  E-mails should be addressed to peterdscott@btopenworld.com or hard copy 
left at 22 Sand Street, Soham  CB7 5AA.   Note that there is no edition in August.

[continued from previous page
At the other end of the church, the workmen have dug under the tower wall in order 
to connect the drains for the loo.  It took the best part of a week to drill through over 
6 feet of solid " int#  Goodness knows how many drill bits the men got through#  
The steel work for the new gallery has been commissioned and will be ready for 
installation in three weeks or so.

It’s all happening.  May I thank you for your continued forbearance and patience 
while the church is being pulled to bits.  When it is all ! nished it really will look 
wonderful.
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I was at a course for Anglican clergy and church workers recently which was being 
taken by a Lutheran.  At one point during the morning, she said that she found the 
Church of England a mystery. She also said that whenever she told an Anglican that, 
they nearly always sighed and said “so do I!”  It made me think that perhaps the 
structures of our Church of England are a little dif" cult to take in.

To start with there’s the parish.  Most of us can relate to that; it is a geographical 
area.  In the case of Soham, it is quite a large area that stretches from just south of 
Stuntney to the top end of Fordham and from Isleham in the east to Wicken in the 
west and incorporating Barway as well.  Parishes are sometimes put together to make 
Bene" ces - in my case I am also the vicar of Wicken.  These groupings or Bene" ces are 
then joined up into Deaneries.  Our Deanery is called the Fordham and Quy Deanery 
which gives a clue of how far south it stretches.  It reaches down to Newmarket (but 
does not include Exning) and then down to Fulbourn, Teversham, Fen Ditton as well 
as coming up through Bottisham, Lode and the Swaffhams.  We were recently joined 
by ten parishes south of Newmarket, which are also – perhaps confusingly – in our 
Deanery; so Chevely, Woodditton, Kirtling, Dullingham, Stetchworth and Brinkley  
are also part of the patch.  

Deaneries are then grouped into Archdeaconries – there are two in our area: 
Cambridge and Huntingdon & Wisbech.  Dioceses are grouped together into provinces 
(Canterbury and York) and all the Anglican provinces form the worldwide Anglican 
Communion with churches in just about every country on the planet.

It is perhaps slightly simplistic to think of a vicar being ‘in charge’ of a parish – 
or a group of parishes. (Some parishes have a Rector rather than a vicar but the 
difference is historical rather than meaningful today).  It is even more simplistic to 
think of a Rural Dean being in charge of a Deanery.  That is something of a relief 
because I have just been made the Rural Dean of this Fordham and Quy Deanery.  

The role is something of a cross between 
line-manager and shop steward – though 
neither of those aspects covers it all. There 
is an element of reporting back ‘up’ the 
chain of command to the Archdeacon 

or Bishop and passing information 
back ‘down’ from them.  I 
prefer to think of it as being 
‘" rst among equals’ or, perhaps 

even better, as a co-worker 
in the " eld.  The job does 

come with additional 
r e s p o n s i b i l i t y 
(though no extra 
money!).  

When vicars go, the 
Rural Dean has extra 

duties in the vacant 
parishes. I would 
greatly value your 
prayers as I take on 

this new role.
So that’s how the 
Church of England 
works!  Easy!  

     All good wishes, 
          Tim Alban Jones

Map of Fordham
and Quy
Deanery


