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Services at the Parish Church
Sundays  8:00 am Holy Communion (BCP) 9.30 am Sung Eucharist (ASB)
Thursdays 10.00 am Eucharist (BCP) 3rd Sunday 9.30 am Family Service

ST ANDREW 's FETE

This year’s St Andrew’s Church Fete on 12th June proved just as much fun as
bringing the community together and helping lots of different organisations to
their proele and some money.

There was everything from children’s games and tombolas to craft and card :
books and bric-a-brac - with plenty in between - and visitors also enjoyed ci
teas while listening to the Soham Comrades Band and young people from the
Theatre Group performing songs from Godspell which they are staging in Sc
this month (July) then taking to the Edinburgh Festival.

Organiser, James Palmer, said: “The church akieed a fantastic £587 and sever
stallholders | spoke to said they’'d done very well. I'd like to thank each of th
and the public, for supporting St Andrew’s once again. But the fete, which w
been holding for about 10 years, has never been purely about money-making
It's really a chance to bring people in the town together in our beautiful church
churchyard which we are lucky enough to have situated at the very heart of Sc
And once again, it didn’t disappoint.”

Next year’s church fete is likely to be on 11th June - put it in your diary!

LodeStar Deliverers

Deliverers are needed for the following areas of Soham (the number of copies
delivered is shown against each location):

1. Hasse Road and Dover Drove (11 copies)
2. Hall Street, Speed Lane and Gimbert Road (19 copies)

In addition we need to appoint a ‘Standby’ who will be able to eIl in if a regu
deliverer is ill or away.

If you feel that you would be able to take on any of these tasks please contact
Hobbs on 720968 or the Vicar on 720423. Thank you.



Equiano makes equality

he Beginning This column is about the amazing bravery of
Olaudah Equiano - why he should be remembered.

Year 6 from St Andrew’s CE Primary Soham, have been very touched by the t
story of his life! Also we think you would be very interested and much mo
by his emotional

journey.

Olaudah Equiano
was born, a black
boy, in avillage in
Africa! One day,
at the age of ten,
Olaudah and his
sister were left in
their house alone,
whilst everyone
else was at work.
Olaudah and
his sister where
kidnapped and ended up in the hands of a slave dealer who supplied the A
slave ships. They were beside themselves with worry. Would they ever see
family again? That's how Olaudah Equiano’s story begins...

Life on board the slave ship was unbearable. Equiano quoted

“One day, when we had a smooth sea, and moderaig, wvo of my wearied
countrymen, who were chained together (I was near to them at the time), prefe
death to such a life of misery, somehow made through the nettings, and jumpe
the sea”. In 1757 he was bought by a naval captain, for about £40, who ren
him Gustavas Vassa.

emember the bravery Olaudah Equiano should de"nitely be remembered 1

his bravery, which rises above anybody else’s. Olaudah’s life had many e\
where he needed to be courageous - some of whalerty might have been the only
thing he had. But, he used it and came through. The main events when he de’
needed to be brave were when he was kidnapped; when he was on the slav
and when he was sold as slave.

When he was on the slaveship he was very youngtetiehorribly and he was
petri“ed of what might happen to him. When he was sold he was scared of wh
master may be.

After having been given the opportunity to earn some money for himself, Olal
saved up his money. Then, with many fears in his heart, Olaudah asked his r
if he could purchase his own freedom for £40. The manumission of Gustavus
was signed by Robert King on the 11th July 1766. He was now a free man.

Equiano was also very brave speaking out agaiest th
slave trade when many white, British people betieve
it was alright to treat black people so badly. With
all of this in mind, we think he should de"nitely be
remembered for his bravery!

amily Guy Olaudah Equiano became a married

man on the 7th of April 1792 at St Andrew’s
Church in Soham. He got married to Susanna Cullen,
who lived in Ely at the time. Susanna Cullen gave
Olaudah Equiano two lovely daughters.

Tragically, his youngest, Anna Maria Vassa, died at
the age of 4. His oldest daughter Joanna wrotek bo

abOUt hel‘ fathel”S brave%ontinued on next page

An example of a slave trade ship



Viva gains Queen’s Award

Viva Arts and Community Group from Soham has begmmanced
as one of 103 UK volunteering groups to win thergeThe Queen’s
Award for Voluntary Service, the MBE for voluntegoups.

This prestigious National Honour recognises outdiag

contributions made to local communities by groups voluntarily

devoting their time for thbene!t of others. It sets the national

benchmark for excellence in volunteering, with the work of those awarded b
judged of the highest standard.

Viva Arts and Community Group has received the Award for its extensive arts
community work with people of all ages in and around Cambridgeshire inclu
running Viva Youth Theatre, Viva Theatre Company, The Viva Centre, The \
Charity Shop, Viva Mini, Viva Integr8, The Viva Fringe Festival Project and me
other community projects.

Winners of this year’s Award were selected from §4dups nominated by member:
of the public who have been helped personally or withessed the bene!ts of a gr
work in their community.

Viva will receive a certi!cate signed by the Queen and an exclusive commemor
crystal, presented by Her Majesty's representativ€ambridgeshire Mr Hugh
Duberly CBE at a special ceremony.

Speaking of their success, Viva’s Artistic and Mging Director Dan Schumann whc
also founded Viva in 1997 saidWe are thrilled to have received this prestigiot
honour for the work we do in the local community. This is a wonderful tribut
all of the people who work so hard for Viva and all of our members and suppo
— Viva is a very special and unique charity and we are very proud of our work
reputation. This award is a wonderful boost for us all

The Queen’s Award for Voluntary Service Main Award Committee Chair and fori
broadcast journalist Martyn Lewis CBE saidQutstanding volunteer groups
across the UK all too often go without recognition for the truly amazing work t
do, despite the vital part they play in helping bind our communities togéthex.
great pleasure to celebrate the efforts of Viva Arts and Community Group with
Queen’s Award for Voluntary Service and help raise awareness of all they d
the bene!t of other’

More than 850 groups around the UK, Channel Islanddsle of Man have now won
the Queen’s Award for Voluntary Service, over the eight years since it was cre
by Her Majesty to mark the occasion of her Golden Jubilee in 2002.

For details of all this year’s Award winners and information on how to nomir
a group, visit www.direct.gov.uk/thequeensawardbébuntaryservice, where a
nomination form can be downloaded.

[continued from previous page

he Slave Trade Abolition Olaudah Equiano played a big part in the aboliti

of the slave trade. He campaigned up and down Britain against the slave
with other famous people such as William Wilberforce and Thomas Clarkson
was very passionate about it. What helped him capture the public’s attention w
autobiography, ‘The Interesting Narrative’, which showed just how cruel and b
the slave trade was. It was a best seller in England and has since been repr
around the world. He was extremely consistentsrbhttle to change people’s mind
about slavery. He was the most prominent African involved in the abolition of
slave trade. His life and book helped to end slave trade in 1807, even though h
in 1797, aged 52.

laudah’s AchievementsOlaudah Equiano worked hard all of his life, !rst as
slave, then to stop slavery. His life inspires many black people in Britain to

In 2005 Equiano was voted the 4th greatest blaitkiBout of one hundred (what ar
achievement”) Don’t you think he should be remembered? If our article has ir
you, then we recommend that you watch the !Im ‘Amazing Grace'.

Celine Tofts, Olivia Henderson, Cassie Rouse, Mdmer, Hugh Alban Jones,
Oliver Manley, John Humbles and Lawrence Whitworth.
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Our June meeting opened with no Public Comment Time and we continued
the Chairman’s announcements. This included praise for the editor of the “Sc
Bulletin”, (Pat Kilbey), who was present at the meeting and was responsible f
Irst edition in June and will be produced monthly.

Annual Return for the Year End of March 2010: The council as a whole had to
its approval to eight separate items on the annual governance statement, af!
that the control of the Council’'s accounts were in order.

Resignation of Councillor Schunmann: This leaves a vacancy on the council v
will be posted on the notice board and this requires ten members of the elect
call for an election, for this place on the council, failing a call for an election
council will co-opt

Crime Report May 2010: We received a printed sheet of all the crimes record
the police in Soham for May. The council were pleased that the format of this ri
was much better than the one issued previously.

Soham Youthsafe: Councillor Anne Pallet repoted on a meeting held on the
May when arrangements were made about the re-opening of the Skate Park &
children’s play area. This will be on the 17th July, at 12 midday, kick off at 1
The whole event will be geared for children, no beer tent, but tea and coffee w
available. There will be a demonstration of the skate park and a bouncy castl
be on site. At 4.30pm till 8.00pm there will be live music from a trailer. Anne Peé
was thanked for her time and effort that she had put into this project.

Consultation on ECDC Decision Making: The council were asked to conside
way councils run their committee system. Did they want a Leader and a Cabin
Elected Mayor and Cabinet or stay with our presgsitem of a full committee? After
a short debate we decided individual councillors would make their own respc
to these three proposal€ouncillor Ginn

Cricket play knocks audiences for six

Outside Edge, the latest show from Soham’s Viva Theatre Group, proved to
huge hit with local audiences. Staged at the Brook in Soham over three nights
9-11 June, the performances attracted half as many more audience membe
the previous show from the award-winning group.

“Having attracted record audiences for Outside Edge reputation is clearly
building. Local audiences know they are in for a quality entertainment experi
when they come to a Viva Theatre Company shows 8awid Tickner, the Group’s
chairman. “We are already making plans to presesta®Wilde’s classic The
Importance of Being Earnest on 13-15 October in Soham and we will be hol
auditions at The Brook in Soham on 7 and 8 July at 8pm — everyone is welcom
we are particularly keen to encourage new members.” There are roles for me
women in The Importance of Being Earnest — for more details contact the dir
Dan Schumann on ds@danielschumann.co.uk or call 07974 303 464. For
information about this release contact Frank Crosby on 0759 511 9582.

@ The 2010 Rave In The Nave
r‘avegnave at Ely Cathedral is on Friday

= 16th July, doors open 7.15pm tc
midnight. There will be live music, in"atables, cafe, video games, a spirit zone
much more. Tickets are £9 each available from RATMNO, Diocesan Oflce, Barton
Road, Ely, Cambs, CB7 4DX. (Telephone 01353 652725). Please send a cl
payable to EDBF and include your name and address. If you would like to go
a group from St Andrew’s Church, please contact Jo Sturgeon (723452), Ric
Hinitt (624615), or Linda Logan (724064).  For further information check ¢
www.raveinthenave.com There may be a few tickets available on the door a

each, but they are selling fast#e may be able to offer lifts to those who need the
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senescene

« A Farewell Servicewill be held at 2.30 pm on Sunday,
4th July in the Salvation Army Hall for Major Doug
and Glenys Askew. Everyone welcome. Refreshments
served afterwards.

« Our apologiesthat the winners of the 100+ Club were omitted from Lodes
last month but many congratulations to the two Margarets and the winne
the June prizes listed below: May: £5 - Margaret Long, £10 - Margaret Abl
June: £5 - Margaret Ashwell, £10 - Pam Cole

« StAndrew’s School Summer Faiwill be held on Friday the 16th July 2010, o
our schooleld, between 3 and 5pm. Lots of games and fun for all the fam
Everyone welcome”

« Items for the September edition of LodeStashould be submitted by Friday, 20t
August. E-mails should be sent to peterdscott@reprid.com or printed copy
left at 22 Sand Street, Soham CB7 5AA. Note that there is no edition in Au

Works to the Church

| imagine that everyone who ever has building work done on their home is al
impatient for it to 'nish. The same thing certainly applies to the work going ol
church. Realistically, we were expecting to Ind a few ‘extras’ along the way —
our expectations have been exceeded" We had to have new light !ttings to re
the old ones (which were deemed to be dangerodghan it was discovered that th
wiring was not up to modern standards. As a restitis remedial work, the lighting
in the church is not only much safer, it is also much more ef!cient and signi'ca
‘greener’. When all the lights are on in the nave, we are drawing about a third ¢
power that the old system used — and we can still read our service papers in th

The chancel has been re-limewashed and looks very splendid. With the new
and clean white walls it is an even more beautiful place to worship than before
are expecting to have the east end of the church returned to us completely
next edition of Lodestar.

The large (and worrying) crack between the south wall of the nave and the wes
of the central tower (ie above the pulpit) has begaired. There was much suckin
of teeth by the experts and a few cross emails sent in order to achieve this |
The general consensus is that the crack may well have been there for centur
we will continue to monitor the situation.

The font has been moved from its position at tleklofthe church in preparation fol
the new gallery to be installed there. It is now standing on its original base (r
than the modern concrete step) which makes it a little lower than it was. Op
in church is that it looks very

Ine in its new position by the

south door.

The metal work for the new
gallery is expected within the
next few weeks, so we shall see
some progress at the west end.

May | express our grateful
thanks to all those who have
helped to keep the church
looking so presentable
during this great upheaval.
| am particularly grateful to
Judith Scott for her sterling
work. Thank you, too, to
everyone for your patience
and forebearance.



Sust a forw wordFD

m Alban Jones

The Vicar writes...

Elsewhere in Lodestar | have written about the moving of the font from
back of the church to a new position, by the south door. This is a change fror
original proposals and | think it is an improvement too. Traditionally the font
always placed by the door of the church for good symbolic reasons.

The word ‘church’ has two meanings; it refers, obviously, to the bricks and mq
which make up the church building. And we all agree that St Andrew’s has a
good collection of bricks and mortar. But the word ‘church’ can also refer to
people who gather together week by week in the building and who make ur
body of Christ’ here on earth. The church (the people) can exist very happily wit
having a church building. So whereas the door is the physical entry into the cl
building, the service (or rite) of baptism is the entry (or door) into the world-w
family of the people of God. It makes sense, therefore, for the font to be by the
as both the literal and symbolic entry into the church (in both senses of the w

Late in June we were delighted when two people from St Andneere con!rmed

at the cathedral and made their !'rst communion at St Andrew’s on Sunday
The service in the cathedral was very small, but we were blessed with wonc
music provided by the Octagon Singers. At Con!rmation people have the char
re-aflrm their commitment to faith and to celebrate afresh their baptismal prom

When we are baptised, all of us are called to S8nat though quite how that calling
is worked out varies from person to person. In baptism God calls us out of dar
into his marvellous light and we become his children. Itis good to remind ours
of this calling which each of us receive at baptism; and it is good to think hov
are responding to it in our lives day by day. | am pleased that there is someth
a boom in our baptism numbers — we have over forty on the books for this ye
far. Itis good that our font receives such good and regular use.

All good wishes, Tim Alban Jones

Baptisms
2nd May Rebecca Jane Hopkins
Molly Ellis
9th Isabella Bridgeman
Henry Andrew Branch
13th June Alissa Daisy McDougall
20th Taylor-Jayde Destiny-Honey Brinkley
Logan George McKenzie Smith
Funerals
5th May Constance Lavinia Rucazj
10th Joyce Leonard
11th Ethel May Garner
18th George Frederick Barker
9th June  George Barber
24th Shirley Vella (55)
25th Hilda Ames (93)
Weddings

8th May Sarah (Glen) and Stephen Halsey
19th June lan Macro and Viki Skelton
26th Paul Plumb and Kerry Timmins



